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Issue 38   Weekly Information Bulletin         Date: Friday 10 July 2026 

Catholic Life Annual Theme:  Building Bridges, Breaking Barriers  
Termly Catholic Social Teaching:  The Common Good 
Termly SJW Values:    Generous and Grateful  

Saint John Wall Catholic School 
A Catholic School For All 

Mission Statement 
‘To educate each and every unique child in our care to hear  

and respond to what God calls them to be’ 

This week in Celebration of the Word… 

“We focused on House and Praise. As part of this, we thought 
about the importance of showing respect and excellence. We 
thought about all the things we have achieved this term. Pupils 
were celebrated for their positive attitude, attendance and 
punctuality. This is important because we give praise to all those 
pupils who are attentive and excellent, making sure they feel 
valued and respected.” 

By Aminah Hassan 7BAI 

 

This week in Afternoon Prayer… 

“We prayed for Global Forgiveness Day. As part of this prayer, 
we thought about the importance of forgiving each other, 
building a community of love and compassion. We also prayed 
for National School Sports Week. This is a week when children 
are encouraged to be active and exercise. This is an important 
week and helps with our health. We also prayed that we are kept 
safe over Witness Week as we get ready to go on trips and take 
part in different activities.” 

By Monica Agyemang 7BAI 

 

Class Mass 

This week, we went to Mass as a class. I felt welcomed when we 
arrived. When we entered the Church, we genuflected, showing 
that we were being respectful and giving greetings to God. It helped 
us to understand that we were entering a prayerful environment. 
When I was praying, I felt like my heart was open to God. 

By Evelyn Adeyeye 7BAI 

 

 Year 8 Grosvenor Road Studios – 20 Pupils  
Monday 13 July 2026 – 9.00am to 3.00pm 
 

 Year 9 Trip to Weston-Super-Mare 
Monday 13 July 2026 – 8.00am to 4.30pm approx. 
 

 Year 10 Trip to Go Ape 
Monday 13 July 2026 – 8.00am to 3.15pm 
 

 Year 7 Walk to Sandwell Valley 
Tuesday 14 July 2026 – 9.00am to 3.00pm 
 

 Year 8 Trip to Dudley Zoo 
Tuesday 14 July 2026 – 9.00am to 2.15pm 
 

 Year 9 National Justice Museum 
Tuesday 14 July 2026 – 8.30am to 3.30pm 
 

 St John Wall Day – All pupils will be dismissed at 11am 
Wednesday 15 July 2026 
 

 Sports Day 
Thursday 16 July 2026 
 

 End of Year Services – School to close at 12.45pm 
Friday 17 July 2026 
 

 
 

Important Dates to Note 
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Titan Awards & Charity Dinner 
2026 

It was a pleasure to attend and represent Saint John Wall 
Catholic School at the Titan Awards & Charity Dinner 2026 this 
week. 

The evening was a fantastic celebration of the dedication and 
commitment shown by staff across education, and I was 
immensely proud to see Saint John Wall recognised with 
nominations in a number of prestigious categories: 

 Support Staff Member of the Year – Mr Lysaght 

 Teacher of the Year – Miss Guest (Winner) 

 Leader of the Year – Mr Rathbone 

 Inclusive School of the Year – recognising the 
outstanding work led by Miss Timmins 

 Enrichment School of the Year – recognising the 
excellent work led by Miss Antonucci 

A huge congratulations to Miss Guest on winning Teacher of the 
Year, and well done to all members of staff who received 
nominations. These achievements reflect not only the 
commitment of those individuals but also the hard work, 
dedication and teamwork of our entire staff body. Every day, 
colleagues go above and beyond to support, nurture and 
develop the young people in our care, and it is wonderful to see 
this recognised. 
 
By Mr Holder 

 

School Uniform Update for 
September 2026 

The Government has introduced new guidance on school 
uniform from September 2026, with the aim of reducing the 
cost of uniforms for families. Under the new guidance, primary 
schools are limited to three compulsory branded items, while 
secondary schools may require a maximum of four branded 
items, including the school tie. 

For Saint John Wall Catholic School, the compulsory branded 
items for the 2026–2027 academic year will be: 

 School blazer with embroidered school badge 

 School tie 

 New PE sports top 

Earlier this year, pupils were given the opportunity to vote for 
the design of a new PE sports top, and we are delighted to 
introduce the winning design from September. This new sports 
top will gradually replace the current light blue cotton PE top. 
However, to help minimise costs for families, pupils may 
continue to wear the existing light blue PE top until a 
replacement is required. 

Parents and carers will receive more detailed information 
regarding our school uniform policy, including ordering 
arrangements and expectations, before the start of the new 
academic year. 

By Mr Holder 

 

Reminder – Changes to the 
School Day from September 2026 

Two weeks ago, I wrote to inform you of changes to the school 
day, which will take effect from September 2026. I would like to 
remind parents and carers that the school day will be: 

 Start: 8:45am 

 Finish: 3:15pm 

Thank you for your continued support as we prepare for these 
changes. 

By Mr Holder 

 

Year 7 Update – Witness Week 

Monday 13 July - Problem Solving Company. Pupils to wear PE 
kit (blue polo with shorts and trainers). Please note pupils will 
be outside all day. Bring plenty of water, suncream and a sun 
hat. 

Tuesday 14 July - Sandwell Valley Walk. Own appropriate 
clothing with trainers. Pupils to bring a packed lunch (FSM will 
be provided to those who usually receive them). Plenty of water 
as it is not possible to refill water bottles at Sandwell Valley. 
Suncream and a sun hat is also advisable. 

By Mrs Ellis 

 



 
  

 
Oxhill Road 
Handsworth 
Birmingham 

B21 8HH 

0121 554 1825 enquiry@sjw.bham.sch.uk 
www.sjw.bham.sch.uk 

 

  

 Saint John Wall Catholic School proudly took part in National School Sports Week 2026, with pupils and staff getting active, 
working together and earning valuable house points! The week was filled with fantastic engagement, teamwork and a real 
passion for sport and physical activity. A huge thank you to everyone who got involved and helped make the week such a 
positive and energetic celebration! 

By Mrs Ratcliffe 

National School Sports Week 2026 
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 A group of Year 8 pupils recently attended the Making Materials Matter Student Conference at Mansfield College, University 
of Oxford, culminating months of collaboration. Throughout the programme, pupils completed experiments in school, 
investigating the properties and applications of different materials.  I worked closely with the group throughout the project, 
supporting and helping them analyse and evaluate their findings, and guiding them in the development and refinement of 
their final presentation.  Pupils demonstrated great commitment and resilience as they responded to feedback and worked 
collaboratively to produce a high-quality outcome. 

At the conference, pupils participated in a lively plastics debate, presenting arguments both for and against the use of plastics 
and engaging thoughtfully with the views of others.  They also took part in hands-on activities, including creating slime to 
further explore the properties of materials. The visit included a tour of Mansfield College, providing pupils with an insight into 
life at one of the world's leading universities.  They also enjoyed lunch in the college's prestigious dining hall, making the 
experience even more memorable. 

A particular highlight of the day was the opportunity for pupils to lead and deliver their presentation on Jet Engine Turbines 
to an audience of students, university staff and programme ambassadors.  They confidently presented their research, 
experimental findings and conclusions, showcasing excellent teamwork, scientific understanding and communication skills. 

By Mr Hussain (HAPS Ambassador) 

Year 8 Making Materials Matter – University 
of Oxford Student Conference 

The quality of the pupils' work and their 
commitment to implementing feedback was 
recognised by the University of Oxford 
ambassadors, who wrote: 

"Thank you very much for working with the 
students to get the presentation made and 
implement our feedback." 

The success of the visit was further acknowledged by the conference organiser, who 
shared: "It was great to meet you and the group today! Thanks so much for coming." 

Reflecting on the day, Mr Arshad, who accompanied the trip and provided invaluable 
support from start to finish, remarked that it was "the best trip SJW has ever ran." 

I was incredibly proud to support the pupils throughout this project and to see them 
present with such confidence and professionalism. They represented Saint John Wall 
exceptionally well and embraced every opportunity to develop their knowledge, 
presentation skills and aspirations for the future. 

The impact of the programme was clear from the pupils' reflections.  Divine described the experience as "the best 
experience of my life," while Rose commented: 

"I really enjoyed the organised debate, and giving my thoughts and listening to others' opinions." 
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On Wednesday, 45 Year 8 pupils attended an aspirational trip to Joseph Chamberlain College hosted by pupils from Oxford 
University. 

The pupils were able to speak to Oxford students and engaged with various research. This included an immersive planetarium 
experience, a fully functioning dancing robot and learning/writing various languages. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and left feeling inspired. 

By Mrs Ilyaas 

 

Year 8 Oxplore Festival 
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Dear parent/guardian 
 
We have been informed of a confirmed case of scabies at our school. We have therefore been in 
contact with the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) for support, and they have provided the 
following information. 
 
Scabies is an itchy rash caused by mites that burrow in the skin. It is spread through close skin 
contact, and anyone can get it. Please click on the following link  Scabies - NHS, for further 
information about signs and symptoms. 
 
If you suspect that you child may have scabies, please follow advice below. 
 
A pharmacist can help with scabies 

 Scabies is not usually a serious condition, but it does need to be treated. 

 A pharmacist will recommend a cream or lotion that can be applied all over the whole body. It's 
important to read the instructions carefully. 

 The treatment will need to be repeated 1 week later. 

 Scabies is very infectious, but it can take up to 8 weeks for the rash to appear. 

 If your child develops symptoms, everyone in the home needs to be treated at the same time, 
even if they do not have symptoms. But do not use pharmacy treatments on children under 2 
years old, they will need to see a GP. 

 Let the pharmacist know if anyone is breastfeeding or pregnant within the household. 
 
How long it takes to get rid of scabies 

 Adults and children aged 5 years or over can go back to work or school as soon as they have 
started treatment. It’s important to avoid close contact with other people for the first 24 hours. 

 Children under 5 years old can go back to nursery or pre-school 24 hours after the first 
treatment. 

 Although the treatment kills the scabies mites quickly, the itching can carry on for a few weeks. 
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Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

 

HAPPY, SAFE SUMMER – REMINDER FROM WEST MIDLANDS POLICE 

The summer holiday is fast approaching, it is important our students are reminded what we, as a school community, 
expect of them in terms of behaviour while they are enjoying socialising with friends and family during the break.  We 
also want to ensure they feel confident to keep themselves safe and away from crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Parents/carers and students should already be aware that as part of our safeguarding arrangements, the school has a 
two-way information sharing agreement in place with West Midlands Police, and we are active members of the local 
Police & Schools Panel.  This joint approach helps us to intervene early to prevent and reduce crime and anti-social 
behaviour involving our students and provide support and up-to-date safety messages. 

In partnership with the police, we would like to provide some reminders about the following: 

 Personal Safety:  

o Be aware of your surroundings, take care of friends and family members and keep valuables (such as 
smartphones/watches/headphones) out of public view whenever possible. 

o For apple devices parents/carers can active ‘Find My’ which includes Activation Lock – A feature that is 
designed to prevent anyone else from using your iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch, if it’s ever lost or stolen. 
Activation Lock turns on automatically when you turn on ‘Find My’ on your device – more details on this 
feature are available here: Activation Lock for iPhone and iPad - Apple Support 

o Don’t drink alcohol, take illegal drugs or unknown substances (including in vapes); as they can have a big 
impact on your health and safety, behaviour, and your ability to do well at school and enjoy other 
interests and activities. They can also be addictive and have unpredictable side effects and could even 
have fatal consequences - Information is available at www.talktofrank.com 

 Swimming in rivers/reservoirs: Reservoirs may look inviting, especially on a hot day, but they are extremely 
dangerous places to swim.  If you jump in, you may not be able to get out as the sides are very steep; the 
water never gets above 11 degrees, and this will affect your ability to breathe and to move. Rivers and 
reservoirs may be deeper than you think. Safety information is available here: Water safety - West Midlands 
Fire Service 

 Social Media: Don’t allow your use of social media to put you at risk of grooming, exploitation, or regret in 
future.  Use social media positively and avoid being negative about anyone online as comments/actions may 
be traced back to you and you will be held accountable. 

 Weapons in public places: Carrying a knife or other weapon will get you a criminal record which can have 
life-long effects on travel and job prospects.  Those who carry knives are also much more likely to be injured 
by them. Don’t take BB Guns, Gel Blasters/Guns, or any other real looking toy guns into public spaces as 
these can cause alarm to the public - which could receive a Police Firearms response. 
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 Anti-social behaviour: Think about your actions towards others; a little thought & respect goes a long way. 

 Off-road bikes: These can only be ridden on private land with the landowner’s permission. Don’t risk your life 
and future prospects by illegally riding these on the road. 

 E-Scooters: In the UK, you must be at least 18 years old and hold a provisional or full driving licence to ride a 
hire e- scooter. A privately owned e-scooter can only be used in a private place with the landowner’s 
permission; they are illegal to use on a road or in a public place. 

 Remember the company you keep: If your friend breaks the law, your association with that person may have 
legal consequences for you, which could be very serious – even if you weren’t the one directly responsible. 

If a student is in a position where they need help, they should talk to an adult they trust.  Crimes can be reported 
directly to the police via 101; alternatively, you can contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org. If a crime is taking place or a life is in danger, call 999 immediately. 

We wish everyone a happy and safe summer. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr S Holder 

Head of School 

Saint John Wall Catholic School  

 

Tom Joyce 

Chief Superintendent 

Birmingham Local Policing Area 

West Midlands Police  
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Youth Volunteering for Health programmes here! 
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Youth Volunteering for Health programmes here!   

Sign up to our mailing list 
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