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Saint John Wall Catholic School 

A Catholic School For All 

Mission Statement 

‘To educate each and every unique child in our care to hear  

and respond to what God calls them to be’ 

This week in Celebration of the Word…  

“We focused on Advent. We lit the first candle of hope. We 

listened to a piece of scripture that reminded us to always be 

ready. Jesus reminds us that his second coming will be sudden 

and so it is important that we wait with hope. This Advent, we 

can be alert by being hopeful, loving and compassionate. We 

can also be alert by helping others and making good decisions.” 

By Brian Usman 8BRK 

 

This week in Afternoon Prayer…  

“We prayed for St Edmund Campion. He was a brave individual, 

and we prayed that we always have the courage to be like him, 

treating others with love. For International Day of Disability, we 

prayed for greater understanding and kindness. It is important 

to celebrate everyone and build a world of inclusion. We also 

prayed for International Volunteer Day, reflecting on how we 

can use our own gifts and talents to make a difference in our 

communities. I like Afternoon Prayer as it is a chance for 

everyone to come together like a family, thanking God for what 

we have.” 

By Ajai Harrison-Durrell 9AHM 

 

Class Mass 

“This week, we went to Mass as a class. It was a really special 

time of worship. I loved Fr George's presence. We were all quiet 

and respectful during the Mass. I enjoyed it when Fr George 

spoke about his faith journey.” 

By Adam Sharafpiani 7THO 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Birmingham Rep Theatre Trip – 20 Year 8 Pupils 
Tuesday 16 December 2025 – 9.20am to 3.00pm 
 

• UCB Trip – 19 Year 7 Pupils 
Wednesday 17 December 2025 – 8.50am to 1.30pm 
 

• Year 7 Christmas Disco 
Wednesday 17 December 2025 – 5.00pm to 7.00pm 
 

• Jolly Jumper Day 
Friday 19 December 2025 
 

• Year 11 Rewards Trip to Solihull Ice Skating Rink 
Friday 19 December 2025 – 8.45am to 12.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates to Note 
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Christmas Disco 

To celebrate Year 7’s transition into Saint John Wall Catholic 

School and the completion of their first term, the Year 11 

prefect team are organising a Christmas Disco. This will be a 

reward-based event for pupils, linked to positive behaviour, 

punctuality, and attendance over the next two weeks. 

Tickets cost £2 and can be purchased via MCAS. 

 

The disco will take place on 17 December, from 5.00pm to 

7.00pm. 

 

Year 11 Trip to Solihull Ice Skating 

Rink 

We’re excited to share that your child has been invited to join 

our trip to Solihull Ice Rink on 19.12.25! 

This visit is a chance to celebrate a brilliant start to the 

academic year and the success of Mock 1. We’ll be leaving 

school at 8:45am and travelling by coach, returning 

between 12:00 and 12:30pm. Pupils will be accompanied 

by Miss Reynolds and Miss Lally and the Year 11 form tutor 

team! 

Pupils should come dressed in warm, suitable clothing—no 

shorts or crop tops, please. Gloves and warm coats are strongly 

recommended (though no hooded jackets or baseball caps). As 

it’s also Jolly Jumper Day, festive jumpers are very welcome! 

Pupils will have the chance to grab lunch when we return to 

school. 

Please remember that any pupil who takes prescribed 

medication must bring it with them on the day—for example, 

inhalers or EpiPens. Unfortunately, pupils without their 

required medication will not be able to take part. If your child 

has recently started new medication, please let us know as soon 

as possible. 

The school has heavily subsidised the cost of the trip, and we 

are asking for a contribution of £15. This covers 1.5 hours of ice 

skating, skate hire and coach travel. Payments should be made 

through MCAS (please ensure you’re signed up). Spaces are 

limited and will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

Please note: if a pupil’s behaviour falls below expectations in 

the run-up to the trip, the pastoral team may review whether 

they are still able to attend, even if payment has been made. 

If you need any more information, feel free to get in touch. 

By Miss Reynolds 
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Spreading Festive Cheer Across 

Borders! 

Christmas card exchange with the French school Saint François 

de Sales in Alençon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Saint François de Sales school complex in Alençon is a private 

Catholic school. It comprises a primary school, a middle school, a 

full general high school, as well as a technological and a 

vocational high school. It celebrated its 125th anniversary in 

2011. The high school ranked 5th out of 13 at the departmental 

level for the quality of teaching in 2020.  

This week the Year 8 pupils have been busy writing Christmas 

cards in French to send to our partner school in France. This 

activity helped them practice festive vocabulary and greetings 

while fostering cultural exchange. The cards include personal 

messages, creative designs, and warm wishes, strengthening 

their language skills and international connections. Joyeux Noel! 

 

Christmas card exchange with the Italian school Istituto Volterra 

in Venice 

 

 

The "Vito Volterra" State Technical and Technological 

Institute was founded in 1986. Over the years, thanks to the 

level of preparation it provides its students, the Institute has 

acquired a prestigious role in the local area, with which the 

"Volterra" maintains close and fruitful relationships. 

It is an Italian secondary school characterized by the teaching 

of general culture elements combined with specific skills in 

the fields of technology, health and natural history, 

particularly in their applicative and practical components. 

Our Year 9 and Year 11 Italian language pupils have 

embraced the spirit of Christmas by creating and sending 

beautifully written cards in Italian to our partner technical 

school in Italy. This wonderful exchange not only strengthens 

our cultural and linguistic ties but also gives pupils an 

authentic opportunity to use their language skills in a 

meaningful way. It’s a fantastic way to celebrate the season 

while fostering international friendships and collaboration. 

Buon Natale a tutti! 

Now we can’t wait to receive a reply from our partner 

schools overseas! 

The MFL department 
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Visit to St Mary's Coffee Club 

 
Pupils have made some Christmas table decoration at St Mary's 

this week. We helped some of the guests cut ribbon, wires and 

foliage along with checking on tea and coffee orders. They were 

presented with a gift to take home which was much 

appreciated. Next week is Christmas Carols with the Ukelele 

Band. 

By Mrs Clayton 

 

English 

Well done to the following pupils for their work and dedication 

in English lessons: 

• Harsh Kumar 11BRT and Sumrit Lal 11JON – For achieving 

positive mock exam results in both English Language and 

English Literature, in line with their end-of-year target 

grades. 

• Salim Ali 11JON, Khoi Nguyen 11MUH and Armaan 

Ali 11KIY – For showing impressive improvement in effort 

and making thoughtful verbal contributions in English 

lessons. 

• Jacob Boahene 11MUH – For consistently demonstrating an 

outstanding work ethic and being a model pupil in English. 

• Oyinkansola Olayiwola 10ILY, Natnael Desta 10ESM 
and Khaleel Cunningham 10CAL – For offering thoughtful 
and insightful verbal contributions during English lessons. 
 

• Ameer Nadeem 10BRO and Julia Kaza 10BRO – For 
displaying excellent focus and commitment in English. 
 

• Edward Sylva 8MAV and Rayyan Hussain 8HAS – For 

producing superb pieces of descriptive writing 

By Miss Flinn 
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YST Improving PE for Girls Trip 

On Thursday 4 December, I had the privilege of 

accompanying seven Year 8 girls to the Birmingham City 

Football Ground to take part in the Youth Sport Trust (YST) 

research project, Improving PE for Girls.  

The day was incredibly insightful and aligned closely with the 

project aims outlined by YST, which seek to improve PE, sport 

and physical activity opportunities for girls in schools.  

Throughout the visit, we explored the religious theory behind 

the importance of physical activity, while also reflecting on the 

current barriers that prevent many girls from being active. The 

girls took part in surveys designed to capture their experiences, 

motivations and challenges around PE, helping contribute to 

national research aimed at shaping more inclusive practice in 

schools. Key discussions centred on student voice, PE kit 

considerations, and practical changes we can make to create a 

more positive and empowering PE experience for all girls.  

Overall, the trip raised our awareness of the disproportionate 

levels of inactivity among girls and gave us valuable strategies 

and perspectives to bring back into our own PE curriculum. 

By Mrs Ratcliffe 

 

Steps to Success Tree Planting 

This week, as a follow up to our recent trip to Nechells 

wellbeing centre to take part in the 'Steps to success' festival, 

our pupils were given an environmental goal of looking after a 

tree and our local area. 

The pupils have all set their goals for the upcoming year. We 

are all looking forward to seeing the tree grow as they continue 

at SJW. 

By Mr Arshad 
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