Saint John Wall Catholic School
A Catholic School For All

FORTES IN FIDE

Mission Statement
‘To educate each and every unique child in our care to hear
and respond to what God calls them to be’

Weekly Information Bulletin

Catholic Life Annual Theme:

Termly Catholic Social Teaching:

¢ Termly SJW Values:
PILGRY

This week in Celebration of the Word...

“We focused on Anti-Bullying Week. This year, the theme of
Anti-Bullying Week is "Power for Good". This is about making a
change in the world by speaking up for others who are being
bullied. It is important that we raise awareness in many
different ways, including on the playground and in our homes.
At school, we can talk to a teacher, email the wellbeing address
or use the Safe, Just and Wise if we are concerned about
bullying. | think we should talk about anti-bullying so that
everyone can be aware and so that we can stop all forms of
bullying.”

By Anamika Binoy and Mickal Teklesenbet 7THO
This week in Afternoon Prayer...

“We prayed for Anti-Bullying Week. We should use our "Power
for Good" to encourage everyone to stop bullying. We also
prayed for Remembrance Day, remembering those who fought
in the war. We took a moment of silence to remember those
who had died. We also prayed for World Kindness Day. We can
be loving and compassionate by smiling at someone, holding
the door open or by letting people borrow our equipment.”

By Emmanuel Okereke 7THO
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Building Bridges, Breaking Barriers
Dignity
Loving and Compassionate

Important Dates to Note

Step 2 Success — Nechells Wellbeing Centre — 10 Year 7 Pupils
Tuesday 18 November 2025 — 9.30am to 2.30pm

Dudley Zoo Trip — 13 Year 7 Pupils
Wednesday 19 November 2025 - 9.15am to 2.00pm

Year 7 and Year 9 Assessment Week
Monday 1 December 2025 to Friday 5 December 2025

Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 4 December 2025 — 4.00pm to 6.00pm

With the colder, wetter days upon us, we just want to make
sure every child stays warm and comfortable on their way to
and from school.

If you can, please send your child to school with a warm jacket,
gloves, and an umbrella.

Thank you for helping us keep them safe and warm we really
appreciate all you do.
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Values@Day - Careers Year 7

Our Year 7 pupils took part in a rotating carousel of engaging sessions as part of this year’s Careers Day. Throughout the
morning, each group moved between workshops on personal strengths and communication delivered through Barclays
LifeSkills, the BEBRAS Challenge to develop problem-solving skills, and a Catholic Life Vocations session encouraging pupils
to reflect on purpose, calling, and the different ways people contribute to their communities.

The rotation also included an inspiring session on NHS Careers, giving pupils insight into the wide variety of roles within one
of the country’s largest employers. The day provided a motivating introduction to careers education and helped pupils
begin thinking about their futures with confidence.
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Values@Day - Careers Year 8

Year 8 pupils took part in an exciting rotation of careers sessions designed to broaden their understanding of the modern
workplace. Groups moved between a KPMG workshop, where they explored problem-solving and teamwork in a business
context, an EDF Hinkley Point C session that introduced them to careers in engineering and sustainable energy, and
an Amazon Digital Tour offering insight into the technology and logistics behind one of the world’s biggest companies.
The variety of sessions gave pupils a valuable look at different industries and roles, helping them understand how skills
developed in school can open doors to a wide range of future pathways. The day was engaging, inspiring, and a fantastic
opportunity for Year 8 to start thinking ambitiously about their next steps.
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Values@Day — Careers Year 9

Year 9 pupils took part in a carousel of careers-focused sessions designed to help them begin thinking about their future
pathways. Throughout the day, groups rotated through workshops on Employability, where they explored key skills needed
in the workplace, as well as Creative Careers, which highlighted opportunities across the creative industries. They also took
part in a Career Journey session to understand how people progress through education, training, and different roles over
time.

Pupils further broadened their understanding of the world of work through an Exploring Sectors session and took part in a
practical CV Writing workshop to help them recognise how skills and experiences can be presented professionally. The day
provided Year 9 with a motivating and informative introduction to the next steps in their careers education.

Oxhill Road (D @

Handsworth
Birmingham 0121 554 1825 enquiry@sjw.bham.sch.uk
B21 8HH www.sjw.bham.sch.uk




N e

FORTES I FIDE

Values@Day — Careers Year 10

Our Year 10 pupils took part in a rotation of careers and post-16 preparation sessions designed to support their transition
into Year 11. Throughout the morning, groups moved between a Work Experience and Further Education search activity,
a Severn Trent communication workshop, and a session from Sandwell College introducing pupils to a range of FE courses
and pathways available after GCSEs.

The rotation also included a Severn Trent problem-solving workshop, giving pupils the chance to develop key employability
skills, and a Career pilot session to help them explore future options and understand the qualifications and routes linked to
different careers. The day equipped Year 10 with valuable insight and guidance as they begin preparing for their next steps
beyond school.
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Careers Fayre

Our Year 11 pupils took part in valuable one-to-one mock interviews supported by a selection of visiting organisations.
Representatives from a range of employers, colleges and universities met with pupils individually, giving them the chance
to practise real interview techniques, talk about their future ambitions, and receive personalised feedback to help them
prepare for post-16 applications and the workplace.

Later in the day, pupils from Years 9, 10 and 11 attended our Careers Fair, which featured a wide variety of external visitors.
These included Sandwell College Group, Severn Trent, the Birmingham Diocesan Vocations Office, Walsall College, Dudley
College and Dudley Sixth, Halesowen College, Solihull Sixth Form College, BMET College, South & City College Birmingham,
Shireland Sixth Form, King Edwards VI Stourbridge, Mott MacDonald Engineering, the Royal Navy, Staffordshire
University and the University of Birmingham. The fair gave pupils a valuable opportunity to explore future pathways, ask
questions and gather information on sixth form, college, university and apprenticeship options—helping them feel more
confident about their next steps.
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Sparx Excellence in Action Rolls-Royce Apprenticeships

During the autumn term, a large number of Mr Hussain's
pupils from Years 8 to 11 demonstrated outstanding
commitment to their Sparx Maths homework. With
resilience, consistency, and excellence, they completed tasks
on time and upheld the highest standards of effort.

To recognise this powerful work ethic and leadership, pupils
were treated to piping hot BBQ chicken wings and chips — a
well-deserved reward for their dedication.

Great effort. Great work. Great leadership.

By Mr Hussain

FORTES I FIDE

Football Fixture

On Monday our Year 9 team, along with a few Year 10 players,
took part in their second football fixture of the season.
Despite the challenge of playing away with a small squad, the
team showed hard work and resilience to secure a solid 4 - 2
win against King Edwards Aston in the U14 Aston League.

Deandre Johnson was awarded Man of the Match for his
outstanding attacking efforts on the wing providing multiple
assists.

The boys displayed excellent resilience and a strong mentality
throughout the match even when faced with lots of pressure
throughout the game from the home side.

By Mr Arshad
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Open Evening

Students in Year 11 to 13 are invited to attend the
upcoming Rolls-Royce Apprenticeships Open
Evening in Solihull on Wednesday 10 December!

These events are a fantastic opportunity for young people to
explore the wide range of apprenticeship programmes we
offer and get a real insight into what it’s like to start a career
with Rolls-Royce.

On the evening, students will be able to:

e Explore our full range of apprenticeship programmes
at dedicated stands

e Hear directly from current apprentices about their
experiences & journeys

e Get expert advice from our Emerging Talent team on
how to apply and stand out.

This event will be hosted at Rolls-Royce, 5000 Solihull
Parkway, Birmingham, B37 7YH from 5-8pm. Students can
sign up for a 1-hour slot of their choice, but spaces do fill up
quickly.

Please note — due to venue capacity, each student may attend
with one parent or guardian only. We kindly ask that this is
respected when registering; thank you.

Students can find out more and register via the link
here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rolls-royce-solihull-
apprenticeship-open-evening-tickets-
18574542687197aff=oddtdtcreator

Year 7 Assessment Timetable

The Year 7 Assessment Timetable has been sent to all Year 7
pupils via their school email. Please check this carefully. If you
have any questions about the upcoming assessments, please
speak to your Form Tutor. We ask that you continue to
complete your assessment homework. This is compulsory and
support you with your revision for the assessments.

By Mrs Ellis
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Punctuality

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting pupils in

improving their punctuality to school, we have redesigned our

punctuality strategy. If a pupil accrues 7 or more lates in a term, TU P TI PS
they are expected to attend detentions on the same day.

Currently this is referred to as the 75 Club but from Monday 17 Top Tips to

November, this will be renamed the Punctuality improve your —
Programme. The Punctuality Programme is designed to help punctuality to { ﬂ

pupils reflect on the reasons for their lateness and provide Vscho’o>l.

practical strategies to improve punctuality. Know your timetable - make sure you have everything ready the night

Y before e.g. books, equipment, bag, homework, uniform etc.
This means that for pupils who accumulate 7 or more lates in a & »equipment SNt ’

term they will follow a new process: Get into the habit of doing your homework in the evening - avoid rushing
) . to complete it in the morning which may make you late for school.
e On any day they arrive late, they will attend a break-

time detention on the same day. Make sure you have a good bedtime routine. Get plenty of rest and
avoid struggling to get out of bed in the morning.

e In addition, they will take part in a 30-minute after
school workshop, which replaces the previous 75 Club
one-hour detention.

the alarm on your phone, make
2. Ensure you stop using your

If a pupil does not show significant improvement after a month

. . L | Try to have a good breakfast to get you ready for the day. Our canteen
of attending the programme, parents/carers will be invited to \/1 opens at 8.20am.
attend a Punctuality Panel meeting with the Head of Year and >
the Assistant Headteacher for Attendance to discuss further v Allow plenty of time for your journey to school.
support.

We appreciate your cooperation in reinforcing the importance
of punctuality with your child.

By Miss Lally

National School Attendance Award
2024/25 Academic Year

St John Wall Catholic School

Top 25% of similar FFT Secondary Schools in England
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