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Issue 22  Weekly Information Bulletin      Date: Friday 3 March 2023 

Catholic Life - This year we are focusing on ‘The Year of Sanctuary’.  
Termly theme: Peace 

Termly SJW Values – Eloquent and Truthful 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint John Wall Catholic School 

A Catholic School For All 

Mission Statement 

‘To educate each and every unique child in our care to hear  

and respond to what God calls them to be’ 

“Weekly Worship this week was about World Book Day and 

the pleasure of reading. We learnt how important reading is 

and how fun it can be.” Akeyo Cunningham 10WIO 

In Weekly Worship, pupils listened to a reading from the 

Gospel of Saint Matthew on Jesus being tempted in the 

desert. They were reminded about the importance of Lent 

and how Lent is a period of fasting, prayer and repentance. 

As part of Literacy Week, pupils were able to think about the 

importance of reading and how reading can help to develop 

literacy and confidence. They thought about the Bible as an 

example of a book and all the powerful things that the Bible 

can teach us. Pupils were able to respond by thinking about 

what we do at Saint John Wall to promote literacy and they 

also thought about books that have helped to shape their 

own lives. Pupils were then able to go forth and take away 

the message of ‘love to read and read to love’ whilst also 

being reminded to do what they can to get involved in 

Literacy Week. 

“In Afternoon Prayer, we learnt about Fairtrade. I got to 

know about the good in it and that everyone no matter what 

gets a fair trade.”  Oyinkansola Olayiwola 7JAS 

As well as this, pupils also prayed for Saint David’s Day which 

took place on Tuesday. Saint David’s last words were said to 

have been ‘be steadfast, and do the little things.’ Pupils were 

reminded that making a difference doesn’t necessarily mean 

big actions. Pupils also prayed for Lent and thought about the 

Lenten Walk that our school will be taking part in over the 

next few weeks. Towards the end of the week, pupils prayed 

for CAFOD’s Family Fast Day and thought about small acts of 

kindness that they could complete this Lent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible NEU Strike Action 

Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 March 

Thankyou to all parents, pupils and staff for enabling the first 
two strike days on 1 February and 1 March to run smoothly, 
with minimal disruption to pupils' education.  
 
Last Friday 24 February I received a letter from The Rt Hon 
Gillian Keegan MP, Secretary of State for Education. In her 
letter she states: 
 
‘On Tuesday, I wrote to the NEU, NASUWT, ASCL and NAHT 

offering to move into formal talks on pay, conditions and 

reform that will address all areas in dispute.  

These formal talks have been offered to build on the 

constructive discussions we’ve had with unions to date that 

have been largely focused on workload, recruitment and 

retention, and our submission to the pay review body. I have 

heard the union leaders when they requested that Government 

needs to come to the table and make a real offer to discuss pay 

to avert strikes. We have now done that and I hope we can find 

a fair and reasonable settlement that recognises the vital role 

you play as our teachers and school leaders'. 

It therefore appears that there might be engagement between 

the Government and teaching unions in order to address the 

matters in dispute. If this happens soon, the next two planned 

strike days might not occur. However, if strikes do go ahead it 

will be necessary to make changes to your child's education on 

both those days. The provisional arrangements are as follows: 
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Important Dates to Note 

• Year 8 Pathways and Core Parents’ Afternoon 
Thursday 9 March 2023 – 2.30pm to 4pm 

• National careers week values@ day 
Friday 10 March 2023 

• Possible NEU Strike Action 
Wednesday 15 March 2023 

• Possible NEU Strike Action 
Thursday 16 March 2023 

• Year 8 Globe Theatre Trip (45 pupils) 
Thursday 16 March 2023 – 9.30am to 7pm 

• Year 10 University of Birmingham Trip (14 pupils) 
Wednesday 22 March 2023 – 8.30am to 3.30pm 

• Alton Castle Retreat (30 Year 7 pupils) 
Monday 27 March 2023 to Wednesday 29 March 2023 

• Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 30 March 2023 – 4pm to 6pm 

Safety Notice 

We continue to work with the police supporting their 
initiatives to ensure that pupils are aware of any dangers 
and risk to their life and others. Therefore, if a pupil is 
found in possession of an item that is perceived as a 
weapon, it will be reported to the Police and the Police 
may decide that it is necessary that the individual is 
arrested. 
 
West Midlands police have offered our school a unique 
opportunity to show that there are different jobs available 
within the Police force.  Over the forthcoming months the 
police sniffer dogs and handlers will be in school to 
showcase how they are used. 
 
By Mrs Crooks 

We recently donated a cheque for £63.58 towards the 

work of St Chad's Sanctuary. They have acknowledged this 

and would like to thank us for our support. 

By Miss Marston 

• Wednesday 15 March: Year 8 and Year 10 pupils will be 
provided with work to complete at home. Year 7, 9 and 
11 pupils will be educated on site.  

• Thursday 16 March: Year 7 and Year 9 pupils will be 
provided with work to complete at home. Year 8, 10 
and 11 pupils will be educated on site. 

• Arrangements will be made on both days for pupils 
eligible for free school meals.  

I hope to be in a position to confirm these arrangements in 
next Friday's newsletter. 
Thankyou again for your co-operation and patience with 
accommodating education changes during this industrial 
action.  
 
By Miss Marston 

St Mary’s Coffee Morning 

This week our coffee morning activity has been bingo. 
Pupils have collected a great many coffee cups and empty 
cake plates, washed and dried up as well as chatting to 
guests about their week. A big thank you to Nigel who 
shared his joy of chocolate and who was lucky enough to 
win a whole box of Dairy Milk last week in our absence. He 
didn't want to share those unfortunately! Next week is Tai 
Chi. By Mrs Clayton 
 

ParentPay  

We will no longer be using ParentPay from Monday 29 

May 2023.  Please ensure you are using MCAS. 
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Catholic Life 

Year 9 Wellbeing Ambassadors 

Our Year 9 Wellbeing Ambassadors created and delivered Weekly 

Worship for Children’s Mental Health week, as well as resources 

for use during form time. The theme of the week was ‘let’s 

connect’, and pupils reflected on the importance of connecting 

with others for support and friendship. During Lent, the team will 

be running some sessions to promote mindfulness after school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Sanctuary Team 

This month we have updated our Sanctuary Team board in the RE 

corridor. The pupils came together to look over their work and to 

decide on what pieces should be displayed. As well as this, they 

took part in pupil voice on what they have enjoyed about being 

part of the Sanctuary Team and the work they have been doing. 

These were also added to the display board.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 One World Group 

The One World Group have been meeting regularly to discuss the 

results of their latest survey, as well as thinking about how to 

launch their Active Travel Plan for the Summer Term.   

 

Year 7 Chaplaincy Team 

Pupils in Year 7 have continued working on planning their 

weekly worship for CAFOD’s The Big Lent Walk. This is a 

CAFOD challenge that helps to raise money for global poverty 

by walking 200km during Lent. Our team then put together a 

Weekly Worship which they delivered to the rest of the school 

during the week.  

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Each Monday we have a service of Adoration in the school 

Chapel. This time of reflection, spent with the Eucharist, gives 

pupils the opportunity to reflect on scripture and build on 

their own faith.  
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Year 7 Visit to Saint Chad’s Sanctuary 

In February we visited Saint Chad’s Sanctuary with Year 7 to 

explore the work that the charity does to support Refugees 

across Birmingham. 

Year 7 and 8 Servers Retreat with Saint Teresa’s Primary 

School 

We were delighted to spend time with pupils from Saint 

Teresa’s Primary School, celebrating Mass together, as well as 

meeting some of the Parishioners and taking part in prayer. 

All pupils who took part serve on the Altar at their local 

Churches, and are a wonderful example of how many 

members of our school community put their faith into action.  

 

Mass at Saint Teresa’s Parish 

Pupils in Year 7 have had the opportunity to visit St Teresa’s 

Parish Church for Mass. 

Chapel at lunchtimes 

Safer Internet Day 

At the beginning of February, pupils thought about Safer 

Internet Day. As part of this, pupils spent some time thinking 

about the qualities of what makes a good person online. 

Pupils also looked at some scenarios to do with online gaming 

and how people talk to each other online. They discussed how 

certain individuals would feel in each scenario and how why it 

is important to always think about what you are going to say. 

Pupils also completed a Safer Internet Day crossword that had 

lots of tips and advise on how to stay safe. 
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Time to Talk 

February also celebrated Time to Talk Day 2023. This day 

which happens every year, is a day for individuals to come 

together to talk and listen. As part of this, pupils came 

together to discuss why it is important to talk and mind 

mapped these ideas. Discussions were focused around the 

importance of feelings, trust and the importance of 

communication. 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

During February we celebrated Children’s Mental Health 

Week 2023. The theme of this year’s Children Mental Health 

Week was ‘Lets Connect’. Pupils took part in different 

activities over this week. Pupils made paper hands that were 

stuck up in the Chapel. As part of this, they wrote down 5 

things they could do to look after their mental health and be 

kind to those around them. As well as this, pupils made some 

positivity cards that then handed out to their friends to 

promote the importance of kindness during Children’s Mental 

Health Week. 

 

Back to school reflection 

When pupils returned after the February half term, their 

Mindful Monday reflection focused on last half term. Pupils 

thought about things that went well last half term, subjects 

they enjoy and also thought about challenges they may have 

encountered. As part of this, pupils then thought about how 

advice they would give themselves and how they can prepare 

for this half term. 

 

By Mrs Ellis 
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EAL Hub 

At Saint John Wall Catholic School, there are over 54 different mother languages spoken, and the proportion of our 
pupils that do not speak English as their first language is significantly above national average. Within the EAL (English as 
an additional language) department we have redesigned our curriculum this term to provide bespoke teaching for pupils 
who need support in in acquiring both the language and skills needed to access the mainstream curriculum.  Some 
pupils were selected to engage in a 6-week intervention programme. The aim of the programme was to meet the needs 
of pupils in order to make rapid progress through quality first teaching and EAL support in an inclusive setting. The 
pupils were exposed to essential subject vocabulary and content to enable them to access and engage with the 
mainstream curriculum. Pupils were taught Maths, English, Science, Humanities, R.E., Phonics and Lifestyles during the 
intervention. We are delighted to say that the pupils who attended the intervention programme have made excellent 
progress and it has had a huge impact on their communication skills.  We are very proud to see that all the pupils will 
be able to confidently re-join the mainstream curriculum on Monday, with not only improved English language but the 
knowledge and skills required to successfully participate in their lessons. Well done to the pupils and thankyou to all 
the teachers who provided this specialist EAL provision. 
 
By Miss Lally 

Literacy Week 

This week has been Literacy Week here at Saint John Wall, which marks the second year of the event in school. This special 

newsletter edition will showcase how each subject develops pupils’ literacy skills. 

As part of Literacy Week, our focus is on developing and building on our literacy skills in all of our subjects, they are a part of every 

lesson in terms of speaking and listening, reading and writing.  While teachers have been reflecting on literacy in their own 

teaching practice, pupils have had many opportunities to take part over the week. A new ‘Decorate Your Door’ form time 

competition has been launched, with forms using a literary theme to decorate their form doors in the style of a book, character or 

genre of their choice. Reading for pleasure was also a key ingredient this week, as every pupils in Years 7-10 was given a reading 

book to take home and enjoy. In addition to this, pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in a Reading Relay, with class teachers (many 

of whom were dressed as a favourite character) modelling reading and encouraging the enjoyment of reading for pleasure over 

the course of a day. 

There have been so many members of staff and pupils who have participated in making Literacy Week the success it has been. A 

huge thank you to all. By Mrs Hillier 
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Head of Year Messages Head of Year 9 Message 

Welcome back after your half term break. As parents are aware 
revision booklets were given out just before the holidays in 
preparation for upcoming assessments. It is important that 
pupils use this time to revise and prepare to do their best. This 
week we looked at Literacy as this is an important part of pupils’ 
education. There are many ways we promote reading for 
pleasure at Saint John Wall, either through reading in class or 
independently. We have also introduced taking part in reading 
relays. Year 9 pupils are currently using Sparx for reading and 
they will regularly be set homework which involves a task 
reading for understanding and answering questions about what 
they have read and understood. Please support your child at 
home. Don't forget, homework is always available on our 
website, this can be found in the Development Homework 
section of the website.  
 
Next week will be Punctuality Focus week and, as always, it is 
important that pupils are in school before 8.50am. During the 
Focus week pupils who are late will be issued a one-hour 
detention on the day they are late. Good punctuality ensures 
that pupils achieve their best both academically and personally. 
Good punctuality also demonstrates reliability which will help 
prepare our pupils for life beyond education, in the world of 
work.  
 
Please ensure that pupils continue to wear full school uniform 
including a school bag and full stationery. Coats need to be worn 
to school as the weather is still cold. At the end of the day pupils 
need to ensure they are leaving the school site and going straight 
home. If they stay for Supper Club, they must sign-up on the list. 
Please remember whilst pupils are wearing their school uniform 
they are still representing our school. 
 
As always stay safe and look after each other. 
 
By Mrs Chand 
 

Head of Year 7 Message 

This month, following their assessment in January, Year 7 
have been working on their study skills. We welcomed 
Elevate into school to lead a workshop on memory 
techniques for revision. Pupils enjoyed this session and learnt 
a variety of different fun ways to remember new information. 
Elevate will be returning to school for a follow up session 
during Careers Week next week.  
 
Next week is National Careers Week and Year 7 will take 
part in their next Values@ Day. Visitors will join Year 7 from 
the following companies: 
 
Elevate 
Capital One 
Friends of the Forces 
Red Snapper 
Cyber Explorers 
IFS 
 
We look forward to working with our guests as a year group 
in order to explore that all important question, what is God 
calling me to be? 
 

Head of Year 8 Message 

Year 8 had their assessment week in February. The 
completed assessments in all core subjects (English, Maths, 
Science and RE) and also in History, Geography, Computing 
and MFL. On the whole pupil behaviour in the assessments 
was very good. The Key Stage 3 team were pleased to see 
Year 8 taking their revision seriously and completing their 
examination homework booklets - over 150 positives were 
awarded for completion of homework.  
 
Next week parents and pupils in Year 8 are invited into school 
to speak to staff and discuss Core lesson progress and 
available Pathways subjects. You will have the opportunity to 
discuss your child's progress in core subjects, as well as look 
into other subjects that they may continue to study next 
school year. The Pathway's Afternoon will be from 2.30pm- 
4pm and there will be a talk about the Pathways given by Mr 
Price at 3pm and 3.45pm during the afternoon. I would 
encourage you to go to one of them as he will be able to 
answer any questions or concerns you might have regarding 
your child's next steps in their education. 
All Pathway choices need to be completed on the online form 
which Mr Price will send out. This must be completed by 
Friday 31 March.  
 
By Mrs Ellis 
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Head of Year 10 Message 

As we are now in our spring term 2, most of you have remained 
calm, considerate, and conducted yourself with maturity.  I am 
impressed with the way you have modelled high standards for 
younger year groups in and around the school.  
 
We have some improvements to make, and this includes 
uniform standards, which seem to slip during break and 
lunchtimes. Let’s ensure that your shirts are tucked in, and ties 
are on when we are in school.  Please can I remind you; no 
pupils should have any makeup on, and nose studs are not 
allowed, under any circumstances.   
 
Well done for your participation in the recent rocket house 
competition, we came together and launched competitive 
rockets!    
 
It was great to see you and your parent/carers during our 
Parents’ Afternoon, which was your first face to face Parents’ 
Afternoon, since Year 7 (Autumn term 2019).  I would like to 
thank you for your dedication and hard work towards your 
education and responding to what God is calling you to be.  I 
hope through your teacher feedback, you are able to identify 
areas which you need to focus on and close the gaps, in order 
to be in a stronger position for future assessments.     
 
Overall, Year 10, you are doing some fantastic work, gaining 
respect and positive feedback from staff, and I am extremely 
proud of you. Please maintain these high standards and 
continue to shine. 
 
By Mr Hussain 

 

Head of Year 11 Message 

Hello Year 11, welcome back after half term. This month has 
been a busy one with preparation for exams. It has been 
fantastic to see so many pupils wanting to use T2 at break and 
lunch, motivating and pushing each other to be better- the 
real #champion attitude to learning. Revision numbers have 
increased this month also which is fantastic to see the majority 
taking every chance to gain the expert knowledge from teachers 
to enable the best possible results- hopefully this will show in 
the current mock examinations that are taking place. Just over 
10 weeks to go until the first GCSE exam- still time to be pushing 
and striving for the best grades! 
 
Well done to all pupils who have received a mention in weekly 
worship for so many reasons-, too many to name but over 30 
different Year 11's have been celebrated for 
their achievements in classes and around school. We hope you 
enjoyed your chocolate (thank you Mr Holder).  
Also, well done to 11LAL for having Year 11 top positives this 
year so far rewarded with donuts in form on the last day of half 
term! 
 
Congratulations to the pupils below on having the top positives 
in the year group also. I look forward to sharing breakfast with 
you soon! 
 
Ravjot Singh  Azailea Tweede 
Natalia Moszczynska Sukhpreet Singh 
Beatrice Tofei 
 
Thank you to the prefects who also helped to sell raffle tickets 

for the Easter hampers before half term. This was such a success 

these pupils sold around 400 tickets in 4 days.  All monies raised 

were added to the total and the money being donated towards 

charity supporting the victims of the earthquake in Syria and 

Turkey. Thank you also to all those who donated, we are a 

generous and selfless year group!  

We have had some more wonderful post 16 providers talk to 

pupils about choices after SJW. Some pupils have also had the 

chance to meet with our careers advisor Mrs Smith to help 

with applications and finding open days to attend. Use this 

link: https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/open-

days/ to help look up some open days if you have not already 

done so. 

I would like to remind you of some key dates for Year 11's 
 
6 to 10 March- Late focus week. 
27 March- New form groups based on mock 2 exam results 
30 March- Parents' evening  
15 May - First GCSE exam  
 
By Miss Reynolds 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk%2Fopen-days%2F&data=05%7C01%7CPMull%40sjw.bham.sch.uk%7C5e235af5694b4dbf64db08db1b3ba2d8%7C607cd235b6f94d9c8ed37c95360b51f6%7C0%7C0%7C638133715163086433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sVaKtJ5oJhRIWMEcNo3QgFTPr4ZsYgCABzMpYWiXoMM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk%2Fopen-days%2F&data=05%7C01%7CPMull%40sjw.bham.sch.uk%7C5e235af5694b4dbf64db08db1b3ba2d8%7C607cd235b6f94d9c8ed37c95360b51f6%7C0%7C0%7C638133715163086433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sVaKtJ5oJhRIWMEcNo3QgFTPr4ZsYgCABzMpYWiXoMM%3D&reserved=0
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Literacy in English 

 
8YJ had the opportunity to speak to a real-life Author from Birmingham, Kit de Waal, author of young adult books such as 'My 

name is Leon'. She discussed becoming a writer, her life in School, being inspired by her life in Birmingham and what it takes to 

become an author as well as great advice to young writers. 

By Miss Jones 

"I think it's amazing because I now know the process of being a real life writer and the reality of it. She was great." By Anna 

Horvathova 8GRE 

"I feel excited because I've never met a real writer. I wonder more about her struggle in Birmingham and inspired by how she 

made it." By Imwenoghomwen Imadonmwinyi 8BAK 

Pupils in Year 7 linked the 

ideas and themes in 

Matilda to creative writing 

and figurative language in 

their lessons.  

By Mrs Hillier 

Pupils in Year 10 explored 

tier 2 vocabulary when 

exploring the characters 

Macbeth and Lady 

Macbeth. 

By Mrs Hillier 
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Literacy in EAL 

 
Pupils in EAL this week have identified what a simile and a metaphor is. They have correctly applied this when looking at 

sentences before writing their own phrases to incorporate similes and metaphors. Here is an example of work from Fasika Araya 

Year 8. By Miss Lally 
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Literacy in Performing Arts 

 

Music 

In Year 11 music we have been looking at different job roles 

in the music industry to help prepare pupils for their 

examinations. Deborah Gebrekiristos 11HAR has shown 

very organised work which will help her as a revision tool. 

She has demonstrated excellent spelling and correct 

sentence structures. By Miss Antonucci 

Drama 

In Drama Year 8 pupils complete a literacy task which 

builds skills and knowledge needed for Drama at KS4. In 

this example you can see Maja Karwanska 8PAL complete 

a literacy task based on her first impressions of the play 

'Blood Brothers'. She has used key sentence starters to 

help her formulate a good response. She has also shown 

good organisation for how she sets out her page.  

By Miss Cummings 
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Literacy in Science 

 
This week in science, 10SC2 have been looking at renewable 
energy sources. The class looked at a range of sources that 
can be used to help power the UK in the move away from 
fossil fuels. The students were tasked with presenting their 
proposals on what type of energy source they would use and 
tried to sell it to the class in a 'Dragons Den' style pitch. The 
type of energy sources the students were looking at were 
solar power, hydroelectric power, and wind power. Of 
course, it was not possible to give the winning team a 
monetary prize, so instead of an investment of money, they 
were given some treats including jam and sprinkle donuts, 
cookies, and a box of chocolates! Solar power won the pitch 
this year, but in the future, we may have different winners; 
overall the real winner will always be the environment. The 
pupils enjoyed seeing how business can be used in the 
spreading of science knowledge, and also how science is 
used to make a difference in our communities, both locally 
and globally. By Mr Hayaat 
 
"The activity was really fun and we learned about how using 
renewable resources is better for the environment."   
By Laaiba Akhtar 10WIO 
 
"I enjoyed being able to think about science in a different way 
by looking at science from a business perspective. I still think 
our team should have won!" By Pavan Kumar 10HAL 
 
"I liked the activities we did in the lesson and would like to do 
more activities like this in the future." By Ezekiel 
Osazemwinde 10GOS 
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Literacy in Science 

 
As a Science team we have consistently high expectations based on an ambitious sequenced curriculum, designed for all learners 

to experience the joy and wonder of Science.  Our curriculum has been designed and driven by principles of the Catholic faith. 

Pupils have multiple opportunities to develop and showcase SJW values through using their enquiry skills, literacy and numeracy 

skills (Maths in Science) and also through their practical skills.  

Pupils develop their literacy skills as we journey through the topics within the three Sciences. We encourage all pupils to read 

around the subject they are being taught in order to develop their scientific vocabulary. This strengthens their ability to write 

extended pieces of work with a science focus. 

By Mrs Bates 
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Literacy in Maths 

 
The maths department have looked at a variety of resources to support literacy within mathematics. Some of the things we have 

looked at are: 

• Frayer Models - creating definitions, examples and non-examples for key words.  

• Worded questions - breaking down long, worded questions, and understanding what maths is being asked. 

• Matching - pairing up key words with definitions. 

• Communication questions - the GCSE maths exam contains questions where a good standard of written communication 
must be seen. We regularly practise these and feedback the best answers with the class. 
 

By Mr Simmons 
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Literacy in Geography 

 
In Year 11 we have implemented literacy through 

examination homework in preparation for Mock 1, giving 

pupils the opportunity of extended reading, a key skill 

helpful for reading figures in their Geography GCSE.   

Below is a Year 11 piece of work where a pupil has read 

some key Geographical information and a model exam 

question attached to the text. The student has then 

marked the exam question using a student friendly mark 

scheme and set a WWW and EBI task.   

In KS4 Geography a literacy strategy for exam practice is a 

task called the good the bad and the ugly. Pupils are given 

an exam question that has been answered three times. 

One answer is good and answers the question 

appropriately and correctly, one answer is bad and is 

incorrect, giving the wrong answer or factually incorrect 

answers. And one answer is ugly, answering the question 

correctly, but with room for improvement. It is the pupils’ 

task to work out which answer is which and give reasons 

for their decisions. 

In Year 9 over the past two lessons we have been 

preparing for an upcoming assessment. Part of any KS4 

geography assessment involves answering 6 and 9 mark 

exam questions. A strategy we use for structuring exam 

questions is PEEL. This stands for Point, Evidence, Explain 

and Link. It helps students with how to structure each of 

their paragraphs. This lesson we spent time breaking 

down an exam question, writing a model paragraph 

together as a class and lastly pupils highlighted each 

section of their paragraph to clearly show its 4 different 

elements (PEEL) as pictured below. 

By Mr Woodward and Ms Levine 
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Literacy in History 

 

In Year 8, pupils have started to learn about World War One. As part of literacy week pupils read an extract from Black and 

British: A short essential History by British Historian David Olusoga. The extract described the experiences of Black Soldiers from 

the West Indies and Africa during World War One. This helped pupils to see the Great War as a war in which people from many 

backgrounds played an important role. Pupils were learned and wise by summarising the text and breaking down key 

vocabulary.  By Mr McIntosh 

 

 

In Year 7, pupils are currently learning about the Middle Ages. For literacy week, pupils read an extract from the book A Time 

Travellers Guide to Medieval England by Historian Ian Mortimer. This gave pupils a rich and detailed insight into what it would 

have been like to live in England at this time. Pupils were attentive and discerning by making good inferences from the extract 

about life during this fascinating time period.  By Mr McIntosh 

 

 

Martyna Wrukowska 7REG Zakariya Malik 7JAS 

Kyreese Williams 8FOR 
Sara Yemane 8HAY 
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Literacy in History 

 

In Year 10, pupils have been studying the origins of the Cold War. As part of this, they are required to retell events and analyse 

the impact upon the relationship between the USA and USSR. As part of literacy week, pupils have written a narrative account 

analysing the key events of the peace conferences 1943-45. By Miss Lally 

 

 

In Year 9, pupils have been studying crime and punishment in Britain across time. For literacy week, pupils compared historical 

sources to the BBC drama Poldark. They have evaluated how accurate the historical tv programme is in its depiction of the Bloody 

Code. By Miss Lally 

 

 

Vanessa Kodua 9BRK 

Pavan Kumar 10HAL 
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Literacy in Languages and EAL 

 

For literacy week, Year 7 pupils had to write an email to a friend about their school in French or Spanish. Students all had a good 

go at developing their writing skills and showed a lot of enthusiasm. Well done to Alan and Kacper who made highly accurate 

writing and who even finished first! By Mrs Wallace 

 

 

Alan Adamkowski 7LEV 

Kacper Skomski 7LEV 

In EAL this week, we learn about the King 

and the UK Government. Pupils were 

explained how the Government works and 

had a go at writing a speech showing to 

British people what they would do if they 

were Prime Minister.  

Well done to Harjot and Fasika that wrote 

the best speech of the class! 

By Miss Gosselin 

Fasika Maheri  
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Literacy in Hospitality & Catering 

 
In year 10 Hospitality and Catering this week we focussed on the Frayer model for keywords such as protein and fat.  This will 

help us with our upcoming coursework tasks on these areas of nutrients. The expectation is that pupils will be able remember 

the key word, function and characteristics in readiness for their coursework in controlled conditions. By Mrs Crooks 

 

Literacy in Design & Technology 

 
In Design and Technology pupils have been developing their understanding of key tool equipment. Pupils needed to identify the 

name of the tool, or draw a pictire of a given tool then find out the fuction. For further progression they needed to consider 

how the tool would be used safetly. Pupils added any extra knowledge they discovered throughout the lesson in purple pen. 

This knowledge of the names and function of tools enbaled pupils to be more indepandant in the workshop as they could identify 

next steps for themselves. By Mrs Breslin  
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Literacy in Art 

 
This worksheet was used with Year 9 Art pupils, to help them identify the different aspects or artwork analysis. The help sheet 

provided subject specific vocabulary and sentence starters to support all learners with literacy. Pupils are expected to be able 

to explain and justify their opinions as part of analyzing artwork. By Mrs Restauri 
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Literacy in Enterprise 

 
In Enterprise pupils have used a literacy task to examine 

what break even analysis charts are to get a better 

understanding as to what they are and why they exist. 

 

Literacy in Computing 

 
In Computing pupils have used a Frayer model to help 

break down the aspects of the word binary shift to help 

them better understand where the term comes from and 

what it means.  

 

The use of literacy tasks in both computer science and 

business education can greatly benefit pupils by enhancing 

their reading comprehension and subject-specific vocabulary. 

These tasks typically involve reading an article or text relevant 

to the subject and then answering questions that test the 

pupils' understanding of the information presented. 

By engaging in literacy tasks, pupils are able to develop their 

reading skills and learn about key concepts and terminology 

within their field of study. This not only improves their ability 

to read and comprehend complex information, but also helps 

them to build a foundation of knowledge that they can draw 

upon throughout their time in these subjects.  
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How many key words can you create from X topic?  
What is the highest scoring word you can recall? 

Literacy in PE  

 
To implement literacy into practical PE lessons this, a 

scrabble sheet with points, is put up on the board. Whilst 

pupils are getting changed, they are given a theme where 

they need to think about key words and tier two vocabulary 

used in their PE lessons - they add each letter up and see 

who scores the most points in the class. 

 

A Year 11 BTEC class has a starter which requires pupils to 

fix the spelling, grammar and punctuation of a paragraph 

related to the lesson content (synovial fluid). 

The second is an example of an acronym used in a Year 9 

CNAT class. Pupils were familiar with the concept as some 

of them had learnt about acronym's in English. This method 

helps them to remember certain sporting terms.  

By Mr Patel 
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Literacy in RE 

 
This week Year 7 have been using the Bible to analyse stories of Jesus’ miracles. First, they looked at different definitions for the 

word ‘miracle’ and shared examples. They then used these ideas to write a short paragraph giving their own definition of miracle. 

Pupil’s then looked at 5 Biblical miracles in detail, ‘The Resurrection’, ‘Raising of Lazarus’,’ Healing of the Blind Man’, ‘The 

Wedding at Cana ’and ‘Feeding of the 5000’. Two stories were read aloud with pupils taking turns to read, the others were read 

silently. As they were reading the stories pupils identified and highlighted key words and phrases that suggested that this was a 

miracle. Using the highlighted information Pupil’s then chose their favourite miracle to summarise, they were given a choice of 

ways to achieve this including posters, news reports, eye witness statement or 4 picture cartoon. Next lesson pupils will 

complete their chosen task and use the Bible to look at further examples of Jesus’ ministry. By Mrs Harms 

 

By Sara Anthony 7ESM and Lydia Binyam 7ESM 
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Literacy in RE 

 
In RE with Year 8, we have promoted literacy in a lesson on the Epiphany through a Reading for Meaning strategy, comprising 

comprehension activities.  This lesson built on the prior learning about Christmas in order to activate prior knowledge using 

existing subject knowledge.  Pupils were given the task of reading a selection of biblical texts and answering several 

comprehension questions and writing a summary.   Before the children had completed comprehension questions 

independently, I modelled a completed WAGOLL (What a good one looks like!).  Pupils then built independence in proofreading 

by checking their grammar, spelling and punctuation with GOSSIP. By Mr Hartley 

Year 8 have also been looking at parables through some reading strategies. This including the Parable of the Sheep and the 
Goats. Pupils were able to break the text down to look at their initial impressions and personal responses to the text. They 
then looked at some key vocabulary and explored the deeper meaning of the text through some questions.  By Ms Hanson 
 
Here is an example of a piece of work from one of our Year 8 pupils. 

 
 

 

By Kritika Basra 8GRE 
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Literacy in Health & Social Care 

 
Year 9 have been completing some reading for understanding. This task has helped pupils to understand text and be able to pull 

information for specific questions. Pupils were really successful with this and have produced some really amazing work, see 

below, this piece if from Nadia Yentumi 9BRK. She commented that, “It’s allowed me to improve my reading speed and my 

understanding while reading and answering the questions” By Miss Reynolds 
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Reading for Pleasure 

 
 

On Wednesday pupils spent parts of the day reading for pleasure.  Year 7 read Marcus Rashford: The Breakfast Club. Year 8 

read Escape Room by Christopher Edge.  Year 10 read The Ripper of Whitechapel by Yvette Fielding. 
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World Book Day 

Staff Character Costumes 
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Reading Relay 

 
 

On Thursday pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in our latest Reading Relay. At the beginning of every lesson, they were 

led in discussion and reading of Matilda, author Roald Dahl.  
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Book Reviews 

 
The Deathless Girls by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
 
“The Deathless Girls is a retelling of the story of Dracula’s brides, 
and although I don’t think it did a very good job, I did enjoy the 
deep sibling-relationship Lil and Kizzy (the two main characters), 
shared. A gothic romance book which also captures the life of a 
slave and how it may had been as a woman or girl to be in such 
a situation. I would recommend this book to those who find 
caring yet realistic bonds between two twins to be interesting, 
especially when there’s a clear deference between the two twins, 
which makes people talk about how their siblings in the first 
place. The character development of the main sister is also very 
interesting to look at, and although the ending wasn’t the 
greatest, I still do say to give it a try.” 
 
By Sarah Manu 9MCI 
 

Isles of Storm and Sorrow: Viper by Bex Hogan 
 
“I really liked this book! It gives an insight on how relationships 
between people can change so quickly, how people can change 
for the worse or for the better too. I think it was amazing that 
when the main character realised just how bad the people she 
was surrounding herself with were, she managed to find her own 
voice and make something for herself out of the bonds her father 
pre-decided for her. It’s definitely a good read, and the 
relationship between characters is very enticing.” 
 
By Sarah Manu 9MCI 
 

Epic Adventure – Tom Gates 

“I think my book was good because there were lots of events in 

"Tom Gates the Epic Adventure" such as a party. The thing I like 

about it is that there is lots of animation and pictures to know 

what is happening behind the words.” 

By Vanessa Kodua 9BRK 

Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator by Roald Dahl  

“It was such an amazing book and I never had read such a great 

book like it. The story was amazing and the way the story was 

written just let me read it even longer!!!!! Now that I have 

finished the book now I can basically say a summary of the story 

in less than 3 minutes!!!!! It was a great experience reading this 

book and it’s one of my favourites.” 

By Awais Hussain 9BAR 

 

Antony and Cleopatra – A Shakespeare Story 
 
“The book Antony and Cleopatra was about a man named Mark 
Antony that was seen as a high class type of person. During that 
time there was a Queen of Egypt that was respected by everyone 
and her name was Cleopatra. One day they both met and the 
Queen offered Antony to dine with her to eat and Antony agreed 
to go. There was a war going on and Antony left Cleopatra to go 
to Rome to help out in the war that was between Caesar's 
soldiers. Cleopatra had loved Antony but he was married to 
Caesar's sister Octavuis.  
After the war had ended, Cleopatra had run away to hide 
because she was scared because Caesar and her tried to make a 
deal to have Antony executed. At the end of the book, Antony 
had killed himself and Cleopatra had a snake dug into her skin 
which is what had killed her. I really enjoyed the book as it was 
really interesting.”  
  
By Jose Malundama 9BRK 
 
Tom Gates - Epic Adventure by Liz Pichon 

“It's a very good book and I would recommend it to you. My 
favourite parts of the book would probably be how unlucky and 
lucky he gets. Also, it has some pages that are blank for you to 
colour in or create your own doddles. Overall it’s an amazing 
book to read and most off the parts are based on real life like 
when he held an armadillo. At the back of the book you can see 
a picture of someone holding an armadillo.” 

By Jaskaran Banger 9BRK 

The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

(Winner of the British Book Awards' Children's Book of the Year 

5 May 2016) 

“They say you should never judge a book by its cover! I did, and 

it was a wonderful judgement. This is a story about a girl’s 

bravery, resilience and friendship. 

The floating Island of Joya has an ancient myth of Fire Daemons 

living beneath the dry rivers and smoky mountains. When 

Isabella’s best friend Lupe goes missing Isabella goes on an epic 

journey to the islands Forgotten Territories looking for her friend. 

Using her knowledge of reading the stars in the night sky which 

she learned from her father who is a cartographer, she sets off 

on an adventure realizing her true mission, to save the island!”  

By Mrs J Kaur 
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Stepping Forward 

The Careers Bulletin 

  Degree & Higher Apprenticeships: 

Haines Watts LLP. Audit and Accounts Apprenticeships    Closing Date 30th June 2023 

Mondelez UK Ltd. Product Change/ Project Management    Closing Date 25th March 2023 

Boro Four Project Services Ltd. Construction Project Management   Closing Date 27th July 2023 

Browne Jacobson LLP. Solicitor Degree Apprenticeships    Closing Date 31st March 2023 

Valuation Office Agency. Chartered Surveyor Degree Apprenticeships   Closing Date 2nd March  

JLR Civil Engineering. Civil Engineering Degree Apprenticeships   Closing Date 31st March 2023 

Advanced Apprenticeships 

Francesco Group Walsall. Creative Hair Professional     Closing Date 30th June 2023 

Hadley Industries Plc.  Level 3 Toolmaker & Setter Operator    Closing Date 3rd April 

Tony Gee & Ptr. Level 3 Civil Engineering Apprenticeship.    Closing Date 1st May 2023 

AON UK. Client Management Apprenticeship.     Closing Date 31st March 2023 

CRBE GWS Ltd. GWS Technical Engineering Apprenticeships   Closing Date 5th March 2023 

Collins Aerospace. Maintenance Engineering level 3.     Closing Date 10th March 2023 

Kone Public Ltd. Apprentice Lift, Escalator and Door Engineer    Closing Date 21st April 

Smurfit Kappa. Level 3 Surveying Technician Apprenticeship    Closing Date 2nd March 2023 

 

JLR. Advanced and Degree Apprenticeships www.jaguarlandrovercareers.com 

For further information on these apprenticeships: www.getingorfar.gov.uk and www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk  

You will have to register with these websites. 

Useful Websites: 
Exploring ideas, interests and skills 

www.nationalcareersservicedirect.gov.uk   www.icould.com 

www.bfi.org.uk  - British Film Industry runs a national programme offering hands-on filmmaking. 

Apprenticeships 

www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk   www.notgoingtouni.co.uk  

Higher Education 

www.ucas.com      www.university.which.co.uk 

www.whatuni.com     www.hecsu.ac.uk 

 

Stepping Forward   @SFcareersinfo 

Tina Smith is in school every Thursday 

 

 

 

 

Fortem Opportunities 

 

Are now looking the recruit the following apprentices 

below: the closing date for this application will be 31st 

March. 

https://www.fortem.co.uk/opportunities 

FOR02358 – Plasterer  FOR02359 – Roofer 
FOR02357 – Bricklayer    

 

http://www.jaguarlandrovercareers.com/
http://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/
http://www.nationalcareersservicedirect.gov.uk/
http://www.icould.com/
http://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.university.which.co.uk/
http://www.whatuni.com/
http://www.hecsu.ac.uk/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fortem.co.uk%2Fopportunities&data=05%7C01%7CPMull%40sjw.bham.sch.uk%7C35b20c34729c433c384308db1be2c987%7C607cd235b6f94d9c8ed37c95360b51f6%7C0%7C0%7C638134433070027907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=op1%2FMDd69oataIXSV7BZVcYffLer4zhJmyPN19KBrso%3D&reserved=0
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