Saint John Wall Catholic School

A Catholic School For All

FORTES I FIDE

Mission Statement

‘To educate each and every unique child in our care to hear

and respond to what God calls them to be’

Issue 6 Weekly Information Bulletin

Date: Friday 14 October 2022

Catholic Life - This year we are focusing on ‘The Year of Sanctuary’.
Termly theme: Solidarity (The Good Samaritan)
Termly SJW values — Compassionate and Loving

O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully accept our prayers and, because through the weakness
of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in the keeping of your
commandments we may please you both in will and deed. We pray for those whose spirits and communities have been
weighed down by division. Guide us as we strive to ensure everyone has equal dignity. Amen

Important Dates to Note

e Remote learning contingency planning afternoon
Tuesday 18 October 2022

e Cultural Heritage Day
Thursday 20 October 2022

¢ Inset Day - School closed to all pupils. Remote learning
form time for pupils 8.50 — 9.50am
Friday 21 October 2022

e Half Term
Monday 24 October 2022 to Friday 28 October 2022

e Year 11 Mock 1 Examinations
Monday 31 October 2022 to Friday 4 November 2022

e Year 7 and Year 9 Assessment Week
Monday 28 November 2022 to Friday 2 December 2022

Black History Month,

Cultural Heritage Day

Next week Thursday 20 October, Black History Month will
conclude with a celebration of the diverse community of
pupils and staff at our ‘Catholic School For All’. Pupils and
staff are invited to wear a traditional outfit or an item of
traditional clothing that represents their culture. Our
canteen will also be serving a variety of cultural foods to
celebrate the occasion.
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Oxhill Road
Handsworth

Birmingham
B21 8HH

0121 554 1825

Remote Learning Contingency

Planning Day

During the afternoon of Tuesday 18 October, pupils in
Years 8 to 11 will be dismissed from school at 12:40pm.
Pupils will be able to get something to eat from the
canteen before they leave school. Pupils are expected to
go straight home and to join their period 4 lesson on
Microsoft Teams at 2.00pm until 3.00pm. Pupils will need
to log into their school email, access teams and check their
calendar.

For Year 7, parents are warmly invited into school to
practice logging into Microsoft Teams at 1.00pm. Year 7
pupils will have lunch at school, meet with parents for the
training, and will then be dismissed from 1:30pm ready to
get home to log into their period 4 lesson 2:30-3.00pm.

If you need any technical support on Tuesday 18 October
please contact the school on 0121 554 1825. If you need
some support with a device please contact your child's
Head of Year.

We shall have another remote learning practice during the
morning of Friday 21 October which is a training day. All
pupils will be expected to join their form teacher and form
on Microsoft teams from 8:50-9:15am.

By Mrs Crooks
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Safety Notice Make UK Future Makers Show

The small bottles shown below contain THC.

If you are in Year 10 or Year 11 and would like to come
along to the event below please see Mrs Breslin or sign up
on T6 door by Tuesday 18 November. The event is free you
will just need to pay for the bus. More detail will follow
after signing up.

By Mrs Breslin

——
THC is the psychoactive form of cannabis. The MAKE{UKS k-ﬁ' ;
concentration of THC permitted in liquids and sweets is

controlled by the law, and side-effects can be dangerous. FUTU RE MAKE Rs

School staff cannot easily identify these concentrations so

we will have to take a blanket approach and ban all sweets SHow

and coloured liquids from the premises.
Thursday 10th November

To ensure the safety of all of our pu pllS here at Saint John Millennium Point, B4 7XG, Birmingham City Centre

Wall, only clear and colourless water bottles will be 9.4%am - 128 oF B

allowed from Monday 10 October. Pupils will only be )

allowed to have a clear liquid such as water in their 2‘;xsfl;;ﬂ:‘itng’;::jdec:’gti:g‘:r?n‘;bom

drinking bottle. Any coloured liquids will be disposed of. If apprenticeships?

a coloured or metal bottle is brought into school it will be

confiscated and returned at the end of the school

day. Pupils will not be allowed to bring sweets on to the

school premises. If sweets are found they will be disposed

of. Wa il s b icasi g e a:;;lable

Sanctions for the possession of drugs, and drugs-related e

items, in school include a permanent exclusion.

Please book online today September
to ensure your students gain access to this event. intake this year:

By Miss Timmins . Agermoon sesr 24@

ENGINEERING
APPRENTICES

in IMAX theatre followed by...
+ Opportunities to meet employers looking for their next apprentice.

A great opportunity for students to get an understanding of Do you know who would be
Apprenticeship opportunities and pathways in this sector perfect for 2023 or 20242
in a fun and informative way.

Duke of Edinburgh Award

“As part of my Duke of Edinburgh Award, Skills section | I R A S W KD
have been doing work with the young rep theatre. We have g oot i e i

acted in a play called to anyone who's there. The young rep OR SCAN
theatre and Duke of Edinburgh has helped me develop my

confidence and acting ability and | have made lots of new

riends.”
f ey

By Tobi Babalola 11BAT

THE DUKE
OF EDINBURGH'S
AWARD

Oxhill Road G @
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. a Chapel News
Catholic Life

| have thoroughly enjoyed working with pupils during my
first full week here at Saint John Wall. This week in the
chapel, we have carried out many activities. Pupils
reflected on the Gospel from last Sunday and thought
about the importance of always being grateful for what
God has given them and being thankful for those around
them. They completed a thank you exercise and wrote
some messages for their teachers which will be delivered
to them. As well as this, pupils reflected on the importance
of solidarity when completing a crossword on the story of
Jesus and Zacchaeus. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed taking part
in CAFOD’s Climate Change Game, learning some top tips
on how to become more climate friendly.

Visit to Saint Mary's Church Coffee Morning

Another enjoyable morning at Saint Mary's has flown by.
Pupils were able to split up and take part in today's quiz
activity which was difficult to say the least. Well done to
Jakub though for knowing which world leader was
imprisoned for 27 years. Do you know? Well done also to
Alicja for answering some tough maths questions. Next
week is Tai Chi which is always a firm favourite.

By Mrs Clayton

Thank you to all the pupils for coming along at break and
lunch and for making me feel so welcome in my first full
week!

By Mr Lysaght
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Saint Bernadette Relics Tour Saint Bernadette Relics Tour

Last Friday the relics of Saint Bernadette travelled to
Saint Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham. The tour of the
relics serves as a reminder to all Catholic’s of the
importance of pilgrimage in our lives, journeying to find
truth and purpose, seeking direction from God.
Mrs Nash and Mrs Ellis represented Saint John Wall by
volunteering as ushers during the relics visit to the
Cathedral. Between 7-10pm they helped pilgrims
around the Cathedral, prayed with them, lit candles and
watched over the relics.
Fr Tim Menzies who is the Dean of Saint Chad'’s
Cathedral wrote to the school and said:

‘On behalf of the Cathedral staff, | want to express our
deepest gratitude and admiration for the role that you
played - and | freely admit that there were aspects of
this that | don’t even know about. | rarely made it
outside the Cathedral and never made it down to the car
park.

The dignity of those of you who stood alongside the
relics (you will always have an appreciation of the
guards outside Buckingham Palace!); the gentle
guidance of those of you who steered people around the
Cathedral; the way in which nothing was too much
trouble for you either when asked by our staff or in
seeing and responding to the needs of pilgrims and
visitors was wonderful to witness. We could not have
done it without you.’

Mrs Nash and Mrs Ellis both commented on how
wonderful the experience was to not only support, but
to share with each other and with the pilgrims who
came to pray and bear witness.
Saint Bernadette, Pray for us.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Pray for us.

Oxhill Road 9 @
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Black History Month

In Science

"For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhances the

freedom of others.” Nelson Mandela

Black History Month Is, An Opportunity To Educate And
Learn About Black Heritage. During our KS3 and KS4 science
lessons our pupils had the opportunity to look at black
inventors and scientists from the past and present day who
helped to change our world. Pupils were informed about
how access to the past empowers individuals to build
better futures.

By Ms Forbes
Quote

Where there is no vision, there is no hope." "Hold fast to
dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken winged bird that
cannot fly." "Truth is powerful and it prevails." "Somebody

once said we never know what is enough until we know

what's more than enough."

Sojourner Truth

“Black History Month is a time for cheer of a change of no
racism and equality and solidarity, we celebrate it with love
of what our heroes did. These names could be Rosa Parks —
equality on buses. Martin Luther King Jr did a famous
speech, ‘I have a dream’, he said it in front of 250,000
people. We celebrate ‘actions not words’ to make a change
in the world.”

By Monique Smikle 8FOR

“Black History Month to me is learning about what people
have been through and what they have to face everyday.
We can change the issue of racism by not discriminating
people on the colour of their skin. Everyone should just be
able to live and not worry about being called racist names
and be happy.” By Jade Middleton 10WIO

“Black History Month means a lot to me as | am a black
person and have been looked down at and not given the
same opportunities as other people from different races.
This should be a celebration to do with confidence of
knowing who we are and where we come from.” By Janelle
Ajayi 10HAL

From the minds of Black Inventors, ‘What if there were no
black people in the world?’

We need everyone to help to create stuff for example:
Sarah Boone a black woman invented the ironing board and
Jan E Mathzelinger a black man who invented the shoe
lasting machine. Walter Sammons who invented the comb.
Lloyd P Ray was the inventor of the dust pan. So, you can
see we should use our race, knowledge to create
inventions.

By Erica Agyemang Fosua 8FOR

Oxhill Road

Handsworth

Birmingham
B21 8HH
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Black History Month

In Science

"I can accept failure. Everyone fails at something. But | can't accept not trying."
Michael Jordan

Year 7 work on Black History Month — Mrs Habibullah Year 7 work on Black History Month — Mr Rahman
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Black History Month

I ES

“If you judge people, you have no time to love them.”

Mother Teresa

7X2

KS3 pupils have been using Martin Luther King's life story to
solve some Maths problems. Pupils had the opportunity to
look at the most famous leader of Black People, who played
an influential role in the civil rights movement and the
passing of the Civil Rights Act in the United States of
America. Pupils made some eloquent and truthful
responses about what they had learnt, solved some
mathematical problems and summarised some key events
and important dates in his life.

By Mrs Pawlowska

Oxhill Road

Handsworth
Birmingham 0121 554 1825 enquiry@sjw.bham.sch.uk
B21 8HH www.sjw.bham.sch.uk
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Black History Month

In Maths

“Every time you state what you want or believe, you’re the first to hear it. It’s a message to both you
and others about what you think is possible. Don’t put a ceiling on yourself.”
Oprah Winfrey

8yl
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Black History Month

N ES

“You can’t separate peace from freedom because no one can be at peace unless he has his freedom.”
Malcolm X
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Black History Month

W ES

Don’t aspire to make a living, aspire to make a difference.”

Denzel Washington

In KS4, for Black History Month, we were looking at Marcus
Rashford MBE and the European cup finals of 2021 and some
interesting facts about him. Pupils had to read through them,

then answer the questions and make a time line about the
events in his life.

By Mrs Pawlowska
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Black History Month

N ES

“Each person must live their life as a model for others.”

Rosa Parks
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Schools Games Programme

As part of the school games programme, on Thursday the
Panathlon foundation ran a ten-pin bowling competition
for Year 7 pupils. They enjoyed a game of bowling with a
presentation at the end, receiving certificates and medals.
The pupils enjoyed filling out activity sheets prior to the
competition and playing against pupils in other schools in
the local area. They placed an amazing 4™ place out of 13
schools which is a brilliant result. Well done!

“I really enjoyed participating in ten pin bowling this

morning. | even got a strike!” By Aangelinah Antonio
Pereira 7REG

By Miss Young and Mr Ahmed

©
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Did you know you can receive a GCSE in your

community language at Saint John Wall?

Saint John Wall school encourages pupils with who are able to speak another language other than English to take a
GCSE in that language.
This is often completed earlier in Year 9 or 10 to gain the qualification before Year 11 examinations.

EAL pupils, particularly those who have good literacy skills in their first language, find that they can attain very good grades
at GCSE.

Another benefit of taking a GCSE in your community language is it means you are eligible to fulfil the Ebacc. The EBaccis a
combination of GCSE subjects, including a language, that offer an important range of knowledge and skills to young people. By
completing the Ebacc pupils have access to a full range of employment options when they leave secondary school. If pupils are

thinking of going to university, the EBacc is also recommended by Britain's most prestigious universities.

Tin 2022, a grade 8
was achieved in 4

In recent years we have entered pupils for

GCSEs in the following first languages:

French, Spanish, Polish, Panjabi, Italian, Persian,
Arabic, German and Greek.

We will be offering Chinese, Urdu and Bengali in the next year.

At 5JW, we use AQA and Pearson Edexcel as our main exam boards. Please visit the websites to find out more about the

different languages that can be studied for a GCSE:
https-/fwww. aga.org uk/subjects/languages

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html

‘I passed my GCSE Polish in
Year 10, this allowed me to study
for A level in Year 11. It means | will
have extra points for my
University!

Oliwia S.

‘The Italian exam was very easy
to pass and | gained a high grade
which will help me with getting

‘1 enjoyed learning Panjabi,

2 place in a college’ it helped me with my
e C 1=

Yuvraj 5.

reading skills’
Harpreet K.

For more info contact:
Miss Lally (Head of Humanities and Languages) - mlally@sjw.bham.sch.uk
Mrs Kawecka (EAL Co-Ordinator) - pkawecka@sjw.bham.sch.uk
Mrs Wallace (MFL Co-Ordinator) - cwallace@sjw.bham.sch.uk
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Will your child
not sleep in
their own bed?

the

nationalsle

helpline

03303 530 541

7pm - 9pm

S0%

50% of

children
sleep issue =

In partnership with Furniture Village, The Sleep Charity has
launched a brand new National Sleep Helpline to ensure that
everyone has access to high quality, evidence-based advice.

Run by a team of specialist
trained sleep advisors

Offer you some practical
strategies and recommend
services that could help
Ensuring you understand how
sleep plays an important part
in your child’s mental health
and wellbeing

03303 530 541

7pm - 9pm

Oxhill Road 9

Handsworth
0121 554 1825

Birmingham
B21 8HH www.sjw.bham.sch.uk

Listen without judgement and
help you decide what next
steps are right for you
Empower you with sleep
knowledge so you can
understand why your child
might not be sleeping well and
how that can change

voweezooy | mrammw raEnIP WiTh

the o
"sleep Fu_rm’rure
charity

& charitabie incorporated organisation
ion number 1150585,
2021
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2 AFARENT SGUIDETO; What risks and challenges
Moving to secondary school do they face?

As they become more active online, the probability m

. = that they will face an online issue increases.
Online safety tips to support Idren
c 124 Iy harmful on

What are kids doing?

- It's a time when children are beginning

to make deeper social connections for

Screen time

t "740/ 'Everything in moderation’ applies to the screen
(0}

time debate when it comes to 'how much is too
much screen time'

e first time and learning how tc
interact with each other online

hich can be overwhelming

- The Smartphone becomes a status
symbol an sortant tool ta y

over into the online world

learn h

balance.

- Discuss how

their over
Online activities

- Socialising onlineonar

- Watching TV online through YouTube

+ Building 3 tprint by sharing
details about their day to day life with
friend f t S

met online

a

eir dig 00

amily ©

- Gaming online with fr

regularly

- Doing homework thrt

.
internet

- Taking part in online challenges
ds

matters.org

Peer pressure

From chasing likes on social posts to taking part in risky online behaviour, at this
age children are starting to learn about what is acceptable behaviour to follow in
order to be accepted.

or YouTubers can have the same influence or

What can you do
to help?

- Stand your ground &
e -

rul ounte

p

- Use a news story or something
they can relate to d

potential risks of p

- Help them build the confidence

Support from schools

Oxhill Road

Handsworth

Birmingham 0121 554 1825 enquiry@sjw.bham.sch.uk
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Sexting

Exploring sexuality has always been a part of a child's development so it's important to
have age appropriate discussions about healthy sex and relationships so they have the
right advice.

What can you do
to help?

- Discuss the risks of sexting and

come to you
!

- Create potential responses
if the € asl a nuge

Try Zipit app

Support from schools

Oxhill Road

Handsworth

Birmingham
B21 8HH

Cyberbullying

Research shows that 3% of 8-T1 year olds and 14% of 12-15 year olds have been bullied on
social media - with 5% and 12% respectively saying that they are bullied on text or
messaging apps.*

What can you do
to help?

- Discuss the difference bet
and bullying

banter

- Discusst

: influence of school
culture ir w {

w frier elate to

- Teach them

block g

matters.org

enquiry@sjw.bham.sch.uk
www.sjw.bham.sch.uk
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ON THE EVENT

University of Law PwC KPMG Roche

The legal sector is changing PwC offers a variety of KPMG's Apprenticeship Roche offers a variety of

rapidly and the need for programmes for students and programmes offer the traineeships, rotational
rigorous, relevant and business-  graduates to start creating their chance to gain practical programmes, part-time jobs
focused legal education careers. They focus on your work experience and build or direct-entry positions for

and training has never been skills and passions, not just your core skills within their global graduates in different countries
greater. ULaw delivers Level degree and education. network of firms. You'll around the globe. You will gain
7 Solicitor Apprenticeships be supported to achieve insights into a global healthcare
for those starting post-A professional qualifications company where you can be
Level and Solicitor Graduate and accreditation’s, such as guaranteed a successful start of
Apprenticeships for those diplomas and degrees, and earn  your career. Take a look at the
starting post-degree. a salary - all at the same time. various opportunities available

via the link below.

APPRENTICESHIPS

There are hundreds of apprenticeships to choose from and
RateMyApprenticeship is a great resource to view current vacancies.

Apprentices work for a minimum of 30 hours a week for 30 weeks a year.
The structure of each apprenticeship can vary depending on the type of
scheme and employer that you work for.

An apprentice’s time is split between full-time work with an industry
leading company, and time spent studying for a qualification. Some
employers ask you to work four days a week and study for the fifth day,
while others will ask you to attend college for a few weeks at a time, in-
between periods spent working for the employer.

An apprenticeship is a fantastic option for school leavers because they
finish their course with a qualification and relevant work experience.

If you thought it couldn’t get any better, you were wrong. Apprentices
are paid for the duration of their apprenticeship.
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DO AN APPRENTICESHIP?

If you're looking to start a career, and the thought of university bends
your bones, an apprenticeship is a great alternative.

If you're the kind of person who wants to feel like you're proactively
up-skilling yourself and taking strides forward in your development,
apprenticeship programs are something to seriously consider.

While graduates leave university with a degree, their studies often
don't impart the skills that employers look for. Degree programmes
tend to be individual-centric. Apprentices on the other hand work in
real professional environments; they develop the soft skills that entice
employers.

On top of this, apprenticeships are designed by the employers to
ensure that apprentices are developing the relevant skills for a job.

Even if there isn't the promise of permanent position at the end of the
course, apprentices are work-ready. They can make a smooth transition
between their apprenticeship and a skilled profession.

Find out more

* RATEMYAPPRENTICESHIP
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Jjames@rmpenterprise.co.uk

RateMyApprenticeship.co.uk

#* RATEMYAPPRENTICESHIP
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